introduced increasingly into the cane-growing provinces of northern
India. The actual extent of the advance can best be gauged from the
following figures. The total area under sugarcane rose from some
2-i million acres in 1929-30 to nearly 3 million acres in 1931-32,
3.3 million acres in 1933-34 and 3.47 million acres in 1934-35, the
acreage under improved crops in the year last mentioned being
2.45 millions or 71 per cent of the whole, as against 69 per cent in
1933-34, 56 per cent in 1932-33 and 39 per cent in 1931-32. The
outturn of gur (raw sugar) increased from 3,970,000 tons in 1931-32
to 5,109,000 tons (estimated) in 1934-35. Sugar produced direct
from cane in modern factories (the number of which rose from 30 in
1929-30 to 130 in 1934-35) amounted to 578,000 tons (estimated)
in 1934-35 or over three times the quantity (158,581 tons) so produced
in 1931-32. In addition, some 40,000 tons of sugar were refined from
gur. Including kkcmdsari sugar, which amounted to 150,000 tons,
the total yield for the year under review was estimated at 768,000
tons or 289,880 tons more than in 1931-32. Concurrently with
this increase in home production there has been a steady decline in
imports.

Another step in the fostering of the sugarcane industry was
taken in April 1934 with the passing of the Sugarcane Act The
scope of this measure was explained in last year's report. Recognis-
ing the need for better organisation of the cane supply, the Govern-
ment of India have, as stated last year, undertaken to set aside
annually a sum equal to one anna per ewt. of the sugar which pays
excise, for distribution to sugarcane-growing provinces. This money
is to be spent on accepted schemes for the supply of cane, several of
which have already been approved by the Government of India.

The cane crop in the United Provinces, which is one of the
most important local money crops, was distinctly variable both in
yield and in quality during the year under review. On the whole
the season was bad and the climax was reached in January 1935,
when a particularly severe cold wave swept the province and caused
a good deal of damage to cane. But with a view to maintaining a
high yielding crop of good quality, the local Department of
Agriculture carried out intensive propaganda on improved methods
of cultivation in the areas served by tube wells and a higher
standard of cane was thus secured by the ordinary cultivator. A